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Pedestrians: Look before aou watk
OW THAT NIGHT fal ls just
shortly after lunchtime, I
think it 's t ime we sat down
and had a l i t t le talk, just be-

tween us -  pedestr ians and dr ivers.
We need a l itt le intervention. A

l i t t le commutr icat ion faci l i tat ion.  A
l i t t le Hal i - f r iendly meet ing of  thc
minds. Because sometimes we clon' t
a l l  seem to be on the same page.

Hal i fax car-pedestr ian cul tur .e has
always been a th ing of  beauty ancl
amazement to me. I f  you' l .e walk ing,
and you even th ink  about  c ross ing  the
street,  cars seem to come to a screech_
ing hal t ,  wherever they ar-e,  in defer.-
ence to your r ight  to cross.  I  love that
about  Ha l i fax ;  I  th ink  i t ' s  one o f  the
th ings  tha t  makes us  cn l tu ra l l y
u n i q u e .

But  I  guess  i t ' s  inev i tab le  tha t  th is
sort  of  mindset can lead pedestr ians
to occasional ly take i t  f r_rr  grantecl  that
everyone is ready, wi l l ing,  and able to
stop for them. Several  t imes in the
past few weeks. I 've had people step
out in f ront  of  my car wi thout even
turn ing  the i r  heads  to  see i f  I 'm there .

Suzanne .Jordan, who l ives in
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Brooksic le,  is  f rustrated with Hal i fax
pedest r ians .

"The 
biggest th ing that concel- l ls

me is the fact  that  people don' t  look.
The.y  make th is  assumpt ion  tha t  be
ciruse they are pedestr ians,  they have
the r ight  of  way. And, al thotrgh they
do,  the  rea l i t y  i s  tha t  cars  a re  b igger
a n d  t h e y  w i l l  w i n . "

A good argument,  regardless of  the
time of day. I lut when we aclcl a l i tt le
darkness to the mix and then throw in
sorne black c lothing, we get a bi t  of  a
si tuat ion.  Now the car-people real ly
can' t  see the foot-people.

Suzanne has exper ienced this f i rst-
hand. "Two 

weeks ago, i t  was dark.

probably around quarter to seven ancl
it  was pouring rain. And someone was
crossing the road. . .  .  And there's a
crosswalk (at this intersection) with
l ights set up - city expenses well-
invested. But then someone just
walked across the street without
pressing the button, wearing dark
cloth ing,  and not  looking!"

I think there may be a few things
going on here. Perhaps it 's a kincl of
arrogance. I ' I l  aclmit that there have
been t imes when I 've been walking,
and I 've thought, "You're in your nice
warm car'.  I 'm out here on the cold
windy street. you be the careful one."
Or maybg it 's just condit ioning. So fetr.
the "walk-wi thout- looking" 

mcthor l
has worked for some people. so hev
why change now?

Suzanne says it 's just a matter of
common sense. "I think drivers would
be more patient and agreeable if  pe-
destrians were more aware ancl took
advantage of the tools that are provid-
ed to them, l ike l i t  crosswalks."Press a button. It  doesn't take a lot
of energy. If  you're walking two ki lo-

tnetre.s to work every c lay,  that  extra
amount of  energy i t  takes you to push
a bu t ton  a t  the  c l 'osswa lk  i sn ' t  gonn i r
k i l l  y o u . "

So here's the intervent ic ln par- t .  I
t 'eal ly th ink we can work th is otr t  i f  wc
a l l  jus t  t ry  to  empath izc .  : r  l i t t le  w i th
one another ' .

We al l  have a r ight  to t_rur.  chosen
nrode of '  t ransportat ion,  ves? Ancl
t robody real ly wants to be responsible
fo t 'hur t ing  anyone e lse .  t ruc" l

So rvc j t rst  have to arcknorvledge that
we all cleserve a ch:rnct' to get fr.oln
point  A to point  I3 s l r fc ly,  atrd rv i th
nr in in ta l  con f l i c t .  Le t ' s . io in  h l rn r ls  : rn r l
make a vow. shall rve'/

I I  we er l l  takc I )et 'sonal  r . r .s l ton.s i t l
i l i ty  for  our own saf 'ct ! :  \ \ , ( ' '  wol t ' t  havr.
to  re lv  upo l l  the  k i l t r lness  (< l r .wakef t r l -
I lL rss  o r  focus)  c l f  s t r -ange l .s .  And th i r t .
: rs  Suzanne says ,  w i l l  " jus t  

rnake f i l r -
l r t  t te r  pedes t r ian-au to lnob i l c  harmo-
nv: 

"

Anqelu Montltourcluette is u lreelunce writer
ond docunrentory moker livinq in Holifax.
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